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THE BIRTH OF OUR LORD AND GOD AND

N

PASTORAL LETTER 2018

SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST

“And I will make my home among them and live with them; I will be their God, and they
shall be my people.” 2 Cor. 6:16 (Lev. 26:11-19)

Beloved Spiritual Children in Christ:
Reverend Clergy, Venerable Monastics and Devout Faithful of our God-protected Episcopate:

“May God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ send you grace and peace,
and from us, hierarchal blessings!”

Christ is born! Let us glorify Him!

Dearly Beloved,

Once again, after a long year, we are today celebrating the birth of the Sun of Righteous-
ness, Jesus Christ, the Light of the world! The burden of the weeks and months, the cares
and decisions made are laid aside on this great day of joy and feasting for the gladness in
our hearts on the celebration of the birth of our Lord and God and Savior, Jesus Christ.
In reflecting on his holy feast day, our spirits are renewed with the strength and courage
which comes from eternal hope.

Today, if we listen with our hearts, we can hear the beat of the angels’ wings as they
hover over the manger of the newborn Christ child, and the mighty rush of their flight as
they descend to the shepherds to announce the great tidings: The Christ is born! What joy
was in the heart of the ever-virgin Mary, of Joseph the Protector, of the shepherds, magi
and even the beasts of the field, and the cave and mountains rejoiced!

Since the fall of Adam and Eve, all of creation, nature and man, has striven to find
its true and proper relationship with its creator. Man, in his search but in his pride fell
farther and farther from heaven, growing more and more distant from the Almighty; and
God saw that his image and likeness was darkened by sin, and had become overwrought
with despair.

“What was God to do in the face of this dehumanizing of mankind, this universal hid-
ing of the knowledge of himself by the wiles of the evil spirits?” asks St. Athanasius the
Great. “What else could he possibly do, being God, but renew his image in mankind so that
through it man might once more come to know him?”

God had sent prophets and even angels to call man back to him, but it was necessary
for the Creator himself to stoop to earth to lift man to heaven. “What wonderful prog-
ress!” exclaims St. John Chrysostom. “He first sends angels to men, then leads the men
to heavenly things. A heaven is made on earth, since heaven must take to itself the things
of the earth.” Jacob the Patriarch cried out: “He is coming, and the people will gather
around him’.”

The coming of the Savior was to wipe off the dust from the image of God in man and to
restore him to his rightful place as heir of his Father’s kingdom. St. Athanasius also tells
us that, “The Word of God comes in his own person, because it was he alone, the image of
the Father, who could recreate man after the Image;” quoting the words of our Lord, “I
came to seek and save that which was lost.” It was therefore necessary for God himself to
come to us, announces St. Leo the Great, “For unless he were true God, he could bring us
no aid; and were he not true man, he could offer us no example.”

\S
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The reason, therefore for which Jesus was born of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary,
explains St. John Chrysostom, is: “that coming among us, he may teach us, and teaching us,
lead us by the hand to the things that men cannot see. For since men believe that the eyes are
more trustworthy than the ears, they doubt that which they do not see, and so he has deigned
to show himself in bodily presence, that he may remove all doubt. ”

In teaching us, Christ has opened our minds to the Scriptures and to the prophets, indeed, as
David said, “He shall come down welcome as a rain on thirsty soil!” His birth is of cos-
mic importance. It has value not only for me personally, not merely for my family and
nation, but for the universe of which he is the Creator. Indeed he is welcome!

Coming to know him, we are called to worship him. “For if Christ is God, as indeed
he is, but took not human nature upon him, we are strangers to salvation. Let us then
worship him as God,” says St. Cyril of Jerusalem, “but believe that he also was made
man.”

Jesus the Savior, Christ the Anointed One, came as “bread down from heaven that
he might feed the hungry,” invites St. Cyril; and men of every age have hungered and
thirsted for the truth of his place in creation; and today’s celebration of the birth of the
Prince of Peace reminds the world that, indeed, man is the son of the King who calls
all to eternal inheritance.

Do we rejoice today in his birth? Yes! We do! “Acknowledge, O Christian, that dignity
which is yours!” exhorts St. Leo. Dignity, yes! For we are also the “temples of the Holy
Spirit” (1 Cor. 6:19) in whom God dwells and with whom he walks, calling each of us
by name. Thus, we are never alone, not even in the darkest hour; not when satanic hands
pull down our holiest shrines and churches. “God is with us! Understand o nation, and
submit yourself, for God is with us!” (Is. 8:9-10).

Wherever there is a true believer, there is the Church, and there is the temple of God.
The steadfast worshipper holds fast to the cradle of the Christ Child and sings out with
St. John Chrysostom: “I rejoice bearing in my arms the cradle of Christ. For this is all
my hope, and this is my life, this is my salvation, this is my instrument of song, the harp
of my soul!”

At the birth of Christ, the angels cried out: “Glory to God in the highest heavens and
on earth, peace to men who enjoy his favor!” (Lk. 2:14). “This peace was made through
Christ Himself, for He reconciled us with the Father and to God,” St. Cyril exclaims.
“In persecution and in sorrow, in good times and in rejoicing, the peace of God knows
no bounds” (Is. 9:7). Thus, today, our own joy knows no bounds, and we rush forward
to welcome the new babe Christ into our world, for he brings reconciliation and peace
to all. He is welcome! Let us welcome him, for He is our God and we His people.

For today, “to us a child is born, unto us a son is given” (Is. 9:5); the rain has come onto
our thirsty land, the sweet-smelling fragrance covered the earth, the gentle and protecting
cloud come into our midst, the pillar of fire to lead us out of darkness into brilliant light
and extends his infant hand to us, preparing us for what is yet to come, for the promise
yet to be fulfilled. “For when Christ shall appear, who is your life, then you also shall
appear with him in glory!” (Col. 3:4).

Christ is born! Glorify him!

Folothond

+NATHANIEL
By the grace of God and the will of the People,
Archbishop of Detroit and The Romanian Orthodox Episcopate of America
of the Orthodox Church in America

e
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HIERARCHAL SCHEDULE

| HIS EMINENCE, ARCHBISHOP NATHANIEL |

June 7 — December 31, 2018

June 9-10. Rives Junction, MI. Dormition Mon-
astery. Saturday: Great Vespers. Sunday: Hierarchal
Divine Liturgy.

June 11-14. Rives Junction, MI. Dormition Mon-
astery. Holy Synod Retreat.

June 16-17. Aurora, IL. St. Athanasius Mission.
Saturday: Pastoral Visit. Sunday: Hierarchal Divine
Liturgy.

June 18-25. Trip to Western Canada parishes:
Regina, SK. St. George Cathedral; Assiniboia / Flintoft,
SK. Sts. Peter & Paul / Descent of the Holy Spirit;
Regina, SK. St. Nicholas; Ft. Qu’Appelle, SK. Pro-
tection of the Mother of God; Canora, SK. Sts. Peter
& Paul; Lennard, MB. St. Elias; Blue Wing, MB. St.
George; McNutt, SK. Holy Trinity; Shell Valley, MB.
St. John; Winnipeg, MB. St. George.

June 28-29. Rives Junction, MI. Dormition Mon-
astery. Thursday. Great Vespers. Friday: Hierarchal
Divine Liturgy for feast of Sts. Peter & Paul.

June 30—July 1. Rives Junction, MI. Dormition
Monastery. Saturday: Great Vespers. Sunday: Hi-
erarchal Divine Liturgy.

July 4. Rives Junction, MI. Dormition Monastery.
Wednesday: Hierarchal Divine Liturgy. Thanksgiving
Prayers.

July 7. Grass Lake, MI. Vatra Romaneasca. Sat-
urday: Great Vespers with Vatra Camp for Seniors.

July 8. Grand Rapids, MI. Annunciation. Sunday:
Hierarchal Divine Liturgy. Vatra Camp for Seniors
visit. Lunch.

July 14-15. Rives Junction, MI. Dormition Mon-
astery. Saturday: Great Vespers. Sunday: Hierarchal
Divine Liturgy.

July 20-27. St. Louis, MO. OCA All-American
Council.

July 28. Anaheim, CA. Saturday. Hierarchal Di-
vine Liturgy. Ordination of Polycarp Kroah into the
Holy Diaconate for service at St. Anne, Pomona, CA.

July 29. Pomona, CA. St. Anne. Sunday: Hierar-
chal Divine Liturgy.

July 30-31. Temecula, CA. Holy Resurrection
Monastery.

August 1-2. Montreal, QC. St. Nicholas. Thurs-
day: Funeral of Fr. Cezar Vasiliu.

August 3-6. Ellwood City, PA. Transfiguration
Monastery. Saturday: Vigil. Sunday: Hierarchal Divine
Liturgy concelebrated with Archbishop Benjamin. Sun-
day evening: Vigil for patronal feast of Transfiguration
concelebrated with Metropolitan Tikhon, Archbishop
Benjamin, Archbishop Melchisedek and Bishop Paul.
Monday: Hierarchal Divine Liturgy concelebrated with
SOLIA OCT-DEC 2018

Metropolitan Tikhon, Archbishop Benjamin, Bishop
Irinej (Serbian Diocese) and Bishop Paul.

August 10-13. Montreal, QC. Saturday: Pierre-
fonds, QC. Protection of the Mother of God. Hierar-
chal Divine Liturgy. Saturday evening: Lachine, QC.
Holy Brancoveanu Martyrs. Great Vespers. Sunday:
Montreal, QC. Annunciation Cathedral. Hierarchal
Divine Liturgy. Ordination of Bogdan Petru Ion into
the Holy Diaconate for service at Holy Brancoveanu
Martyrs Parish.

August 14-15. Rives Junction, MI. Dormition
Monastery. Tuesday: Vigil for patronal feast of the
Dormition of the Mother of God concelebrated with
Archbishop Alexander and Bishop Thomas (Antio-
chian). Wednesday: Hierarchal Divine Liturgy con-
celebrated with Archbishop Alexander and Bishop
Thomas. Wednesday afternoon: Holy Unction service.

August 16-20. Jacksonville, FL. St. Anne. Friday:
Holy Unction Service. Saturday: Banquet for 25
Anniversary of Parish. Sunday: Hierarchal Divine
Liturgy.

August 25-26. Rives Junction, MI. Dormition
Monastery. Saturday: Vigil. Sunday: Hierarchal
Divine Liturgy.

August 28-29. Rives Junction, MI. Dormition
Monastery. Tuesday: Vigil for feast of Beheading
of St. John. Wednesday. Hierarchal Divine Liturgy.

September 1-2. Rives Junction, MI. Dormition
Monastery. Saturday: Great Vespers. Sunday: Hi-
erarchal Divine Liturgy.

September 6-9. Grass Lake, MI. Vatra Romanea-
sca. Annual Church Congress. Thursday: Clergy
Conference. Episcopate Council Meeting. Friday:
Congress Meetings. Friday evening: Great Vespers
for patronal feast of Nativity of Mother of God.
Akathist Service to Our Lady of Hawaii. Saturday:
Hierarchal Divine Liturgy concelebrated with Metro-
politan Tikhon, Archbishop Benjamin and Archbishop
Michael. Banquet. Sunday: Hierarchal Divine Liturgy
concelebrated with Archbishop Benjamin. Luncheon.
Monday: Departure of Our Lady of Hawaii Icon.

September 15-16. Merrillville, IN. Descent of Holy
Spirit. Saturday: Great Vespers. Reception. Sunday:
Hierarchal Divine Liturgy. Banquet. Sunday evening:
Westerville, IN. Holy Annunciation Hermitage. Visit.

September 22-23. Houston, TX. St. Mary of Mag-
dala. Saturday: Great Vespers. Sunday: Hierarchal
Divine Liturgy. Banquet for 25" Anniversary.

September 27-28. Ellwood City, PA. Transfigura-
tion Monastery. Friday: Divine Liturgy. Program for
50™ Anniversary of the Consecration of the Monastery.

September 29-30. Falls Church, VA. Protection
of the Holy Mother of God. Saturday: Great Ves-
pers. 30" Anniversary Dinner & Program. Sunday:
Hierarchal Divine Liturgy. Luncheon.

October 1. Washington, DC. Meeting with St.
Andrew (Potomac, MD) Parish Council.

Cont. on page 14

PRAY AND WORK FOR ORTHODOX UNITY IN NORTH AMERICA 5



OCA HoLy SYNoD CONCLUDES
FALL 2018 SESSION

SYOSSET, NY [OCA]
The Fall Session of the Holy
Synod of Bishops of the
Orthodox Church in America
was held at the Chancery
from Tuesday, October 23,
2018 through Thursday,
October 25, 2018. As re-
ported earlier, the gathering
opened with the celebration
of the Divine Liturgy in
Saint Sergius of Radonezh
Chapel, at which His Beat-
itude, Metropolitan Tikhon
presided, after which the
OCA’s outgoing officers
were especially recognized
for their years of devoted
service to the Church.

The Holy Synod invited the diocesan chancellors
and treasurers to participate in their first session, which
focused on matters related to clergy demographics,
clergy formation and youth ministry. That afternoon,
the chancellors and treasurers met apart from the Holy
Synod, focusing their discussions on finances, common
issues with regard to the organization and direction of
Church-wide ministries, the development of a sound
understanding of financial stewardship, and related
issues of mutual concern. At the conclusion of their
meeting, the chancellors and treasurers unanimously
passed a motion extending “profound gratitude to the
outgoing members of the Central Church Administra-
tion, Chancellor V. Rev. John Jillions, Secretary V. Rev.
Eric Tosi and Treasurer Melanie Ringa for their service
to the Church in general, but especially in facilitating
the annual meetings, providing information that is
essential to us all and support for ongoing cooperation
between the diocesan chancellors and treasurers. Their
consistent desire and efforts to serve and effectively
support the chancellors and treasurers has established
a vitally important precedent in the administration of
the Church, in an honest, respectful and charitable
manner in the discussion of often difficult topics.
May the Lord grant them rich blessings in their new
ministries in His Church.”

The Holy Synod extended an invitation to the chan-
cellors and treasurers to again participate in their first
session at the Fall 2019 Session of the Holy Synod.

At its second session, the Holy Synod heard reports
from Metropolitan Tikhon on the Chancery restructur-
ing, his proposal on a Church-wide youth program in
relation to the funds raised at the 19th All-American
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Holy Synod of Bishops of the Orthodox Church in America

Council and on the vetting process for potential
episcopal candidates. The Holy Synod heard a report
from His Eminence, Archbishop Benjamin, on plans
for the celebrations of the 225th anniversary of the
Alaskan mission to Kodiak and the 50th Anniversary
of the glorification of Saint Herman and the granting of
the Tomos of Autocephaly. A schedule was developed
by which each of the OCA’s 13 dioceses will be wel-
comed in Alaska during a 13-week period throughout
the anniversary year. The Holy Synod will gather
in Alaska August 5-10, 2020 to commemorate the
canonization of Saint Herman. The 50th Anniversary
of the granting of Autocephaly will be marked by a
Church-wide celebration at Saint Nicholas Cathedral,
Washington, DC, later in the year. A commemora-
tive book will be published in conjunction with the
celebration.

As recently reported, the Holy Synod approved
the candidacy of Archpriest Alexander Rentel as the
new Chancellor of the Orthodox Church in America,
who will assume his new duties on January 1, 2019.

The following reports were heard by the Holy Synod:
e Father John Jillions reported on his work as Chan-

cellor. Included in his report was a presentation on

the recently received $470,000.00 Lilly Grant for

Clergy Peer Groups. Archpriest Nicholas Solak,

Priest Theophan Whitfield, and Hieromonk Niko-

dhim [Preston] further reported on the detailed plan

for using the grant, which will be presented by the
end of the year.

e Father Eric G. Tosi reported on a number of mat-

ters related to the 19th All-American Council and

Cont. on page 8
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ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN LAIiTY HOSTS
SUCCESSFUL 31ST ANNUAL CONFERENCE
HIGHLIGHTING PAN-ORTHODOXY
IN CLEVELAND

The hospitality and participation of the Orthodox
faithful of all jurisdictions in the city of Cleveland
on the weekend of October 19-20, 2018, was over-
whelming! Over 170 faithful people of all jurisdictions
participated in a program showing all of us what we
can truly accomplish when we work in unity. You can
see and feel the unity and love by calling up each
speaker’s presentation and the short overview video
that is posted on OCL’s YouTube channel (https://
www.youtube.com/user/oclaity/videos). Cleveland
is a model of Pan-Orthodoxy living and working in
practical and meaningful ways. These videos are
presented as paradigms, so that you can develop your
own unique programs in your community. They model
best practices at work.

Pan-Orthodoxy in
Cleveland is success-
ful first, because the
clergy work together
in synergy, and then
because the clergy
inspire the laity to
work together in com-
mon ministries. The
57-year-old Eastern
Orthodox Women’s
Guild of Cleveland
helped get the faithful
(L-R) Andy & Katherine Kartalis. tg this meeting, and
Psa Elena & Fr Remus Grama. Father Alessandro
Margheritino, President of the Cleveland Brotherhood
of Priests, provided insights of how this synergy works.
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In stark contrast to the grassroots unity of the Cleveland
clergy and laity, we sadly report that none of the three
hierarchs with jurisdiction over Cleveland responded
to invitations to attend. In addition, the Assembly
of Bishops met in Cleveland two weeks before our
meeting. They did not have a quorum. They did
not reach out into the community. They were unable
to make any decisions. Unlike the clergy and laity
in Cleveland, the hierarchs showed little promise of
leading the way to unity.

The OCL program was hosted by Andrew and
Katherine Kartalis, OCL board member participants
and Father Remus and Preoteasa Elena Grama of St
Mary’s Romanian Orthodox Cathedral and Cultural
Center. Archbishop Nathaniel of Detroit celebrated the
Hierarchical Liturgy on Sunday morning and ordained
a Deacon. Many participants later attended a lecture
by Sister Vassa at Notre Dame College sponsored by
Eastern Rite Churches of Cleveland. Her topic was
“Timeless Christianity in Today’s Changing World.”

The day before the Program, Friday, October 19,
the OCL board held its business and annual meeting.
Upon reviewing and then voting the terms of board
members, the election of officers was completed. Argo
Georgandis Pyle was unanimously elected to serve
as President of OCL. Argo is from Houston, TX and
has been a board member for 15 years. Her greeting
is posted on ocl.org. In addition, William Caras of
Great Falls, VA, was elected to OCL’s Board. Bill is a
licensed Pharmacist, married to Smaro Karakastsanis.
They are parents of 2-year-old son Zacharias. Bill is

Cont. on page 8
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OCA Holy Synod ...

Cont. from page 6

the Metropolitan Council and reviewed a number
of administrative and management issues. He
also reported on progress underway with regard to
the Archives renovation project, for which contractor
bids are being sought; the ongoing redesign of the
OCA website; and other projects.

* Melanie Ringa presented the financial report for the
last three quarters and the results of the external and
internal auditors. She also presented the proposed
budget for 2019, which was blessed by the Holy
Synod.

e Judge E. R. Lanier, General Counsel, reviewed
current legal matters. He reviewed the work on
the question of civil marriage, the inviolability of
confession as it relates to recent civil legislation
and the formation of a mediation process within
the Church. Together with Father Eric, he presented
a new sexual harassment policy for parishes and
institutions in New York State due to the recently
passed legislation. This policy was adopted by the
Synod and will be implemented for stavropegial
parishes and institutions in New York State. The
Diocese of New York and New Jersey will adopt
a similar policy.

e Protopresbyter Leonid Kishkovsky presented the
report of the Office of External Affairs and Inter-
church Relations, in which he reviewed the current
state of the world’s Orthodox Churches and focused
on the current relationship between the Church of
Russia and the Ecumenical Patriarchate with regard
to the situation unfolding in Ukraine. The issue
was discussed at length, and a pastoral letter will
be made available in the near future. Also offering
a report was Archpriest Daniel Andreyuk, Dean of
the OCA Representation Church of Saint Catherine
in Moscow, who further reported on the state of the
Church and related developments in Russia.

e Cindy Heise reported on the work of the Office of
Review of Sexual Misconduct Allegations and the
Sexual Misconduct Policy Advisory Committee.
She highlighted the “Clergy in Crisis” protocol and
possible management scenarios and reported on the
clergy wives’ survey, the results of which are being
compiled.

e Archdeacon Joseph Matusiak presented a report on
the work of the Stewards of the Orthodox Church
in America, specifically focusing on Steward Sun-
day on October 28, 2018.

e The members of the Holy Synod approved the min-
utes of the Fall 2018 Session of the Metropolitan
Council. Also approved was the new Social Media
Policy for Clergy and Lay Leaders of the OCA,
which the Holy Synod recommended for adoption
by all dioceses.

e Church Planting Grants were renewed for two
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missions — Annunciation of the Virgin Mary, Rollo,

MO and Saint John of Chicago, Rogers, AR —for

2019. [See related story.]

e Internal auditors for the next triennium were ap-
proved. John Skrobat of the Diocese of New England
and Dimitri Pletz of the Diocese of the West were
reappointed to their positions, while Polly Walker
of the Diocese of the Midwest will begin her tenure
in the new year.

¢ The work of the Board of Theological Education was
reviewed by the Holy Synod, which approved the
recommended list of candidates for ordination. Also
approved was a draft statement on OCA Master of
Divinity students at stavropegial seminaries, which
will be released shortly.

e The Holy Synod heard reports on the work of the Or-
thodox Christian Fellowship by Deacon Alexander
Cadman and the Eastern Orthodox Committee on
Scouting by Father Eric Tosi. Metropolitan Tikhon
reported on the reorganization of the Department of
Evangelization and reviewed the work of the De-
partment of Continuing Education.

e The Holy Synod appointed the new membership
for the Canonization Commission and established
the membership of the Standing Synod for 2019.
Joining Metropolitan Tikhon and His Eminence,
Archbishop Michael, ex officio and Secretary of
the Holy Synod, will be Archbishop Benjamin and
His Eminence, Archbishop Irénée.

The Holy Synod of Bishops is the supreme canon-
ical authority in the Orthodox Church in America.
Chaired by the Metropolitan, the Synod includes as
voting members all diocesan bishops.

Orthodox Christian Laity ...

Cont. from page 7
active in AHEPA and is a founding member of Holy
Apostles Orthodox Church in Dulles, VA.

Two distinguished clergy were elected to the
advisory board. Father Chad Hatfield, President
of St. Vladimir’s Orthodox Theological Seminary,
celebrating his 40" Ordination Anniversary, was the
keynote speaker at the OCL Annual Program on the
topic: “Pan Orthodoxy — Truth or Fiction?” Fr. Chad
has extensive pastoral, teaching and administrative
experience serving the Church. Father Nicholas Gre-
anias, pastor of Annunciation Greek Orthodox Church
in Kankakee, IL, Special Assistant to the Metropolis
of Chicago, adjunct professor at Loyola University,
Chicago, and retired diplomat and foreign service
officer, U.S. State Department, also served as a priest
in New Zealand. OCL is grateful for their willingness
to share their time and talent to further the mission
of unity, accountability, transparency and advocating
for active lay involvement in the life of the Church

George Matsoukas, OCL Executive Director

SOLIA OCT-DEC 2018



FINANCIAL REPORT

Elena Radu, Woodside, NY ....coovvvvveeeeeeneinnnnnnn, $1,000.00
Mihai & Mihaela Sadean, Lake Grove, NY ...... $1,000.00

M/M John Santeiu Jr, Garden City, MI ............. $1,000.00
Stephen Grabowski, Fairlawn, OH ....................... $500.00
EPISCOPATE SUPPORTER Hristu & Floarea GU.SU, Klrkland, WAoo, $50000
Maria Pincu, Santa Monica, CA..........ccvveeneen. $1,000.00 Marge Predeteanu, Bloomfield Hills, MI.............. $500.00
Cornel & Sharon Ivascu, Franklin, MI .o $50000 St Par.ascheva, Laval, QC ..................................... $50000
Drs Jeffrey & Felicia Ivascu O’Connor, Dr Istina Morariu, Chlcago, T $500.00
Birmingham, MI..........oovveeveereereeeereresreeeseons $500.00 John & Magdalena Siara, Sanford, NC ............... $500.00
Psa Martha MacLellan, Winnipeg, MB ................ $250.00 (IMO Eugen Siara) )
Saveta Ciocanea, Cleveland, OH ........c.cccveeuven..... $100.00 Rev Fr & Psa George Ursache, Chicago, IL......... $500.00
George & Evie Dobrin, Blacklick, OH.................. $100.00 Rev Fr & Psa Ioan Lupescu, Chicago, IL............. $488.70
Andre & Donna Gib, Mesa, AZ......oveoveerrreerrrernnne, $50.00 George & Elizabeth Teodorescu, Plymouth, MI ... $488.70
Jessica & Joe Wise, Rocky River, OH.............. $50.00 pary & Vieky panis, lggafgﬁi‘?ih L 338883
St Georoe CaEnI:(I)ISlC(())IEA(g(ﬁé&)SSESSMENT $3.825.00 Dapi§1 Ene-Stroe;scu, Gig Harbor, WA ................ $300.00
St Eliang’llwood ’Cit PA (20155 """"""""""" $3’375'00 Ovidiu & Olimpia Tuhas, Mt Prospect, IL ............ $300.00
> Yy FAALULT) o ’ ) Rev Fr & Psa Gabriel Popa, Colleyville, TX ....... $300.00
Descent of the Holy Spirit, Warren, MI (2018).$1,000.00 Alexandru & Aneta Tomescu, Toronto, ON.......... $300.00
GENERAL DONATIONS Silvia Sfera, Hollywood, FL .........cocoovvueveireenran.. $293.10
Descent of the Holy Spirit, Elkins Park, PA......$1.000.00 Raymond & Cornelia Fratila, Brunswick, OH...... $250.00
(Hierarch Travel Expenses) Daniel Nitoi, Morton Grove, IL........ccccovvvveeeeennnn. $250.00
V Rev Fr Aurel Petrescu, Arlington, VA ........... $1.,000.00 M/M Joseph Totan, Canton, MI..............ccoeeurennenn. $250.00
St Lu.ke, Markham, ON ..., $750.00 Jessica & Joseph Wise, Rocky River, OH ........... $250.00
(Hierarch Travel Expenses) M/M Michael Cheamitru, Rockville, MD............. $200.00
Peter J Petkas, Houston, TX .....ccovvviiiiiiiiiineinnnns $500.00 John T Bogdan, Glenside, PA .........cccocvvvveeeerenen, $200.00
Holy Protection, Pierrefonds, QC............ccccco...... $500.00 George C Cantor, Cleveland, OH ............ccocc....... $200.00
(Hierarch Travel Expenses) (IMO George & Sylvia Cantor)
Sts Michael & Gabriel, Palm Springs, CA ........... $500.00 Sue & Bill Cutshall, Massillon, OH...................... $200.00
(Hier'arch Travel Expenses) Rev Dn & Mrs Nicholas, Dujmovic, Vienna, VA . $200.00
St Durr%ltru,.Ne\fv York, NY oo, $400.00 M/M Valentin Hurgoi, Naples, FL..........cccco......... $200.00
(California Fires Appeal) Nicolina Klein, Rocky River, OH...........cccco......... $200.00
Sts Michael & Gabriel, Sacramento, CA.............. $400.00 Gavril Mercea, Montreal, QC..........ccocvvveveeeeennnn. $200.00
(Hierarch Travel Expenses) V Rev Fr & Psa Dimitrie Musta,
St Athanasius Mission, Aurora, IL..........cc..c....... $291.84 RidZeWO00d, NY oo $200.00
Network for Good, Washington, DC .................... $252.79 Florence Z Neghiu, Ellwood City, PA .................. $200.00
Nicolae & Simona Herascu, Carmel, IN............... $200.00 M/M John Pop, Northbrook, IL ..........cocevevenene.. $200.00
Network for GOOd’ Washington, DC .................... $153.19 Joan Puscas, Grosse Point Park, MI ..................... $200.00
Justin & .Marla A.rdele.anu, Brookfield, IL ............ $150.00 Mihail & Mioara Secheli, Morton Grove, IL........ $200.00
Constantin '& Doina Jiga, Boyds, MD ................. $100.00 Rev Fr & Psa Silvius Sfera, Hollywood, FL ........ $200.00
Helen & Nick Burz, Royal Oak, MI....................... $50.00 Carol & Albert Schweitzer, San Diego, CA.......... $200.00
Florence Westerfield, Warren, MI...............ccoee. $50.00 Liviu & Zoica Sofian, Kenneshaw, GA ................ $200.00
Psa Martha MacLellan, Winnipeg, MB ................. $30.00 Vasile & Lucica Solomon, Parma, OH ................ $200.00
Marcella Bourean, Warren, MI .........ccoooeviineiinnnnnn. $20.00 Rev Fr & Psa Daniel Pop, Aurora, IL .................. $150.00
Psa Martha MacLellan, Winnipeg, MB ................. $20.00 Gheorghe & Cristina Teoderascu,
(ACE Fund) Wo0odbridge, ON ......oveeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeene $140.22
MEMORIAM American Online Giving Foundation.................... $100.00
Elena Radu, WOOdSide, NY o, $50000 Mihaela & Traian Antonescu’ Ashburn’ VA.......... $]OOOO
(IMO Mihai (Mike) Radu) Gheorghe & Ilena Ardelean, Stanton, CA............ $100.00
Vivian Radu, Philadelphia, PA............ccccccciiiiniiis $50.00 Andy & Vicki Avram, Mesa, AZ .........ccccocva..... $100.00
(IMO George Radu) V Rev Fr & Psa Cornel Avramescu,
Vivian Radu, Philadelphia, PA...............o $50.00 ANAheim, CA.....o.ovoeeeoeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeen $100.00
(IMO V Rev Fr Leonte Copacia, Jr) Rev Fr & Psa Horatiu Balanean,
VATRA GENERATIONS Dearborn Hts, MI........cooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiecee, $100.00
St John the Baptist, Kitchener, ON ................... $5,750.00 Patricia Ann Barbat, Hermitage, PA ..................... $100.00
Tonna Charitable Trust ......cccccooviiviviiniiiiieinnnenn. $5,000.00 Benjamin & Georgina Barbes, Peoria, AZ............ $100.00
(IMO Theodore Tonna by son George) Victoria Baum, Onsted, MI....................cii, $100.00
St Mary, Colleyville, TX .....cccceeiiiiiieeiiieeeee. $2,750.00 Rev Fr & Psa Florin Bica, Strongsville, OH ........ $100.00
Radu & Rachel Chebeleu, North Wales, PA ...... $2.,000.00 Alexandru & Alina Boesteanu,
St Dumitru, New YOork, NY ..coovviiiiiiiiieeeeeeeeenn, $2,000.00 Willow Grove, PA ...oooooiiiieeeieeeeeeeeeeeee, $100.00
Holy Cross, Phoenix, AZ ......c....ccoevvvievvvveeennnen. $1,500.00 Ana Bolchis, Chicago, IL ......ccccccooevvvievniiieeennnen. $100.00
Doina Teodorescu, Royal Oak, MI .................... $1,000.00 TIoan Braescu, Redford, MI .........oovveveeiiiiiiiinnn... $100.00
Radu Paluca, Mercer Island, WA ....................... $1,000.00 Andrei Brateanu, Chagrin Falls, OH ................... $100.00
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Georgeina V Calesi, Alliance, OH...........cccoennne. $100.00

Saveta Ciocanea, Cleveland, OH ..............ccovven.. $100.00
Rev Fr & Psa George Coca, Fairfield, CT............ $100.00
Arsenie & Rodica Codrea, Rocky River, OH ....... $100.00
Ovidiu & Seia Comsa, Bridgeville, PA................. $100.00
Psa Mary Copacia, Shelby Twp, MI..................... $100.00
Florica Crisan, Skokie, IL ......ccovvvvvoeeeeeeeiiiienn... $100.00
Andrei & Maria Cristea, Philadelphia, PA............ $100.00
Stanislava Dumitrescu, Forest Hills, NY .............. $100.00
Mira D’Angelo, Huntington Beach, CA ............... $100.00
M/M Victor Dinu, Skokie, IL ..ocovveeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeenn. $100.00
George & Evie Dobrin, Blacklick, OH................. $100.00
Kurt & Lillian Etzkorn, Bloomfield Hills, MI...... $100.00
Virginia Galbincea, Fairview Park, OH................ $100.00
Romul Gansca, Morton Grove, IL ........................ $100.00
Viorica Gansca, Morton Grove, IL ....................... $100.00
Alexander & Marianne Ghyka, McLean, VA........ $100.00
Elena Ghyka, Arlington, VA .......c.cccceevieeieniennnns $100.00
Andre & Donna Gib, MeSa, AZ......cceeeveeeeeuenannn... $100.00
Louise Gibb, Brookfield, OH.................oooovvunnnn. .. $100.00
Constantin & Erzsebet Grigorean,

Southfield, MI ......cooovviiiiiiiiiieeee e $100.00
Bronislava Grodne, Forest Hills, NY ........cccoeeennn.. $100.00
Rev Fr Dan Hoarste, Grass Lake, MI................... $100.00
Maria Aurora Iambor, Indian Head, IL................. $100.00
Ronald & Sherry Iliovici, St John, IN.................. $100.00
George & Deanne Ittu, Fairview Park, OH .......... $100.00
George & Nancy Ittu, Cleveland, OH .................. $100.00
Ileana Ivan, West Linn, OR ...cooeovveeveeeeeeeeeeeeeeeenn, $100.00
Djorde & Draga Jovica, Chicago, IL.................... $100.00
Pearl Jonascu, Westland, MI.............ccooovvviiinniinnnn. $100.00
M/M Michael Kalugar, Madison Hts, MI ............. $100.00
Ilija & Marija Krecu, Niles, IL.........cccoocviiennnnen. $100.00
Constantin & Elena Leahu, Camas, WA ............... $100.00
Aurelia Mirea, Bothell, WA ....cooovieeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeen, $100.00
Melian Maur, Speedway, IN .......cccocverienieniennens $100.00
Maria Mocanu, Rocky River, OH...........c...cue..... $100.00
Valeriu & Eugenia Morariu, Morton Grove, IL.... $100.00
Paula-Rodica Musteret, Forest Hills, NY ............. $100.00
Valerie Nelson, Chicago, IL........ccccceeeviiiieennnen.. $100.00
Claudian & Sanziana Niculescu,

Hood River, OR ...oooveeeiee $100.00
Ioan & Doina Negulescu, Baton Rouge, LA ........ $100.00
Valerie Nutial, Chicago, IL.........cceovvrevririeeennnen.. $100.00
M/M Phil Paranuik, Fredericton, NB.................... $100.00
Ana Pascu, Laguna Woods, CA ........c.cecvveeennneenn. $100.00
Cornelia Pintea, Vancouver, WA ..........ooovveiviinnnn. $100.00
Mircea Petrina, Greenwood Village, CO .............. $100.00
V Rev Fr & Psa Traian Petrescu,

Rego Park, NY ..o $100.00
Emma R Pop, Chicago, IL............cccoccciinniin, $100.00
Mihai & Corina Pop, Alexandria, VA................... $100.00
Oana Pop, Franklin, TN..........ccccovvevienienieniiennns $100.00
M/M Valer Pufescu, Naples, FL ..........ccccceeenennnn. $100.00
Rev Fr & Psa Alex Radulescu, Westland, MI....... $100.00
Mihai Radulescu, Surfside, FL .....ccooeeveeeeeeeenn.. $100.00
Maria Risca, Oakland Twp, MI .........ccccceveeennnnn. $100.00
Atty John & Veta Regule, The Villages, FL ......... $100.00
Daniela Sabau, Davie, FL ..coooooeooeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeenn. $100.00
John & Patricia Simoni, Chatsworth, CA ............. $100.00
Mary K Stanesa, Dearborn, MI ...........ccccoeeeennen.. $100.00
Dewey Starcher, Akron, OH ............ccovveevieennnnne, $100.00
Nicholas Stirr, Regina, SK .......ccoooiiiiiiiiiiiin, $100.00
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Walter & Susan Surducan, Dearborn, MI ............. $100.00
Mihail Teodorescu, King of Prussia, PA............... $100.00
Ion Alin Toader, Quebec City, QC..........ccceeeennnee $100.00
Tanta & Hasan Topcagic, St Louis, MO............... $100.00
Constance Trollan, Juneau, AK .......cocovvvvvinniinnns. $100.00
Nick & June Vasu, Southfield, MI..........ccovuuen..... $100.00
Sarah & Arthur Zimmerli Jr, Fairfax, VA ............. $100.00
Psa Laurel Frisby, Phoenix, AZ .........ccocovveeiivireenn. $97.50
Mircea Munte, Livonia, MI ...............cco.oonnn... $97.50
George & Daniela Ianculescu, Simi Valley, CA .....$60.00
ANONYIMOUS ...ttt ere et e eiee e eeee e e $50.00
Elena Albulescu, Skokie, IL ......ccoovvuuoveeeeeeeiiinnn. $50.00
Peter & Marlene Albulescu, West Caldwell, NJ ..... $50.00
George & Elena Buftea, Des Plaines, IL ................ $50.00
Gheorghita Buhar, Huntington Beach, CA.............. $50.00
Richard A Burke, Boynton Beach, FL ................... $50.00
Florence Carabina, Fairfield, CT .......c.ooevivvvennnnnnn. $50.00
Romus & Floarea Cataloiu, Anaheim, CA.............. $50.00
Traian & Carola Cipleu, Hayward, CA................... $50.00
Anita Constant, Chicago, IL ........cccceeevviiiieiiiieeenn, $50.00
Titus & Maria Crisan, Pembroke Pines, FL............ $50.00
Nelu & Maria Garoiu, Columbiana, OH................. $50.00
Pavel & Floarea Getejanc, Washington, MI ........... $50.00
Horea & Denisa Ilea, Wood Dale, IL ..................... $50.00
Cezar & Luminita Ionescu, Rocky River, OH ........ $50.00
Eremie Klein, Wickliffe, OH .......ccccoeeeeveeeeeeennnn. $50.00
Darlene & John Luca, Jr, West Middlesex, PA........ $50.00
Andrei Marinescu, Ambridge, PA.........ccceevvirennnn. $50.00
Mariana Cornelia Marinescu,

Huntington Beach, CA ......c.covevvieiieiieieeieeen, $50.00
Steve & Katherine Miroy, Stafford, VA.................. $50.00
George & Ana Mohan, Brunswick, OH.................. $50.00
William Monroe, Brooklyn, OH ............ccccceeeenn. $50.00
Deborah Morgan, Akron, OH ..........ccceevvvevniennnnn. $50.00
Marin Nicu, Whitestone, NY .....oueeeoeeennn. $50.00
Gabriel & Edith Nutescu, Northfield, IL ................ $50.00
Silvia Pop, Ypsilanti, MI ..........ccccoeeviiiiiiiiiiiiennias $50.00
Joseph & Donna Popp, Oregon, IL......................... $50.00
Elena Radu, Woodside, NY . ..coooiiiiviiiiiniiiiieeeene, $50.00
Patricia & John Rigby, Indianapolis, IN................. $50.00
Raluca Rosca, Greenbelt, MD ......ccccoveeeeeeeeenn. $50.00
Radu Rusu, Trumbull, CT....oeeeieiiiieeee e $50.00
Toana Stanescu, Manchester, CT...........ccoevvvnvennnnnnn. $50.00
Pavel Tamas, Chicago, IL..........cccccvvrevriiieeiiiieee, $50.00
Milan & Draga Trifu, Hollywood, FL .................... $50.00
Edward J Vendel, Medina, OH ............................... $50.00
Sean & Karyn Wolfe, Medina, OH............c..c......... $50.00
Cristina VIOLa....oooouviiiiii i $50.00
Aristea Zekios, Oak Lawn, IL .....cccoovvvvveieeiiiiiinnnn. $50.00
Dragos Moroianu, Cupertino, CA.........ccccceeevvvreennns $48.60
Dorin Ciungu, Montreal, QC ..........coccoviiieereeennnns $47.85
Ovidiu Mitrea, Saint Laurent, QC ................covennn. $47.85
Liliana Badea, Norwood, NJ .....cccooveeoeeeeeeeeen. $40.00
Gigi Cristache, Farmington Hills, MI..................... $40.00
Willy Szilagyi, Scarborough, ON .........cccccovuvveenn. $36.10
Radu Boitor, LaSalle, QC............oooovviiiiiieeeeeeeenn, $33.40
Daniela A Botoman, Ft Lauderdale, FL .................. $30.00
Manuela Cruga, Waterford, MI.........c..cccveevveeennenn. $30.00
Doina Dumitrescu, Princeton, NJ ......c.ocoovivevinnnn.nn. $30.00
Valerica & Gheorghe Matache, Morton Grove, IL .$30.00
Ana Mihalache, Dearborn, MI.......cccccevvevvveveennnn. $30.00
Bogdan & Ana Capatina-Rata, Livonia, MI ........... $30.00

Cont. on page 11
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ASSEMBLY OF ORTHODOX BISHOP’S
STATEMENT ON THE RECENT ATTACK ON THE
TREE OF LIFE SYNAGOGUE IN
PITTSBURGH, PA

The Assembly of Canonical Orthodox Bishops
of the United States of America expresses its deep
sympathies as we mourn the loss of innocent lives
and pray for the speedy recovery of those wounded
in the recent attack on the Tree of Life synagogue in
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. Remembering the Message
from our Assembly meeting just last month, we reiter-
ate our “denunciation of all violence, whether caused
by senseless acts related to weapons and shootings
or instigated by abhorrent acts of discrimination and
prejudice.”

Indeed the heinous and murderous act of terror
on October 27, 2018, sprang from a place of deep
prejudice against people and religion. We unequivo-

cally condemn this rampage as a sin against the local
community, religion, and humanity.

We call upon all Christians and all people of good
will to stand in solidarity with the families of the
victims and the survivors. We pray fervently to the
Almighty God for the spiritual healing of the entire
congregation and community, especially those in Pitts-
burgh. In this era of frequent and unprecedented attacks
on basic freedoms, especially freedom of religion,
it is through love and harmony that hearts might be
softened and transformed. For only through love will
evil be neutralized, violence cease, and peace prevail.

Source: Assembly of Canonical Orthodox Bishops
of the USA

OCA Issues UPDATED SociAaL MEDIA
GUIDELINES FOR CLERGY

During their Fall Session at the Chancery October
23-26,2018, the members of the Holy Synod of Bishops
gave their blessing to release an updated set of “Social
Media Guidelines for Clergy and Lay Leaders” of
the Orthodox Church in America. Available in PDF
format [https://oca.org/PDF/official/2018-1024-social-
mediaguidelines-clergylayleaders.pdf], the Guidelines
had been approved by the Metropolitan Council on
September 19.

The updated Guidelines are recommended by the
Holy Synod for implementation by the Central Church
Administration, ministries, dioceses, parishes, clergy,
lay leaders, staff and volunteers who work within
the institutional, social, and legal environment of the
Church. They should be adapted for use in these various
contexts in order to ensure protection for the workers,

youth and adults who labor for the Church in these
varying circumstances. All entities are recommended
to adopt these Guidelines, which supersede those orig-
inally issued by the Holy Synod on October 6, 2011,
and to abide by them in order to protect the interests
of the Orthodox Church in America. Each diocese will
be expected to review the Guidelines and apply them
within their respective contexts.

The Guidelines set forth social media best practices,
guidelines for social media for clergy, and guidelines
for social media when dealing with youth. Among
the highlighted elements are the Social Media Code
of Conduct for employees and volunteers, important
considerations with regard to posting photographs
and videos, and recommended image release forms
for social media postings.

FinanCial Report Cont. from page 10

D Schmidt, Sacramento, CA ........cccceeeeenn. $30.00
Maria Tudor, Chicago, IL .......ccccovvevierieiieeiieennnae, $30.00
Zachary Waltz, Indianapolis, IN ..........cccccveevrennnnne. $30.00
Liviu & Maria Pop, Coral Springs, FL................... $27.00
Tustina Cantor, San Tan Valley, AZ ......c....ceevvren. $25.00
James & Mary Ann Crawford, Jackson, MI ........... $25.00
Rodica & Mircea Ghita, Dearborn, MI.................. $25.00
Livia & Viorel llea, Warren, MI......cccccevveevveeeennn. $25.00
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Simone Kleckner, S Palm Beach, FL...................... $25.00
Marius & Mirela Luchian, Chesterfield, MI ........... $25.00
Elisabeta Mila, Bronx, NY ....ccoooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeeinnn, $25.00
Trajan & Doina Miosku, Troy, MI..........c.ccevvrnee.. $25.00
Petre A Stoicof, Reseda, CA......oveeeeeeeeeeeeeeeen. $25.00
Elena Szakach, Hermitage, PA...........cccoeovvevuvennnnne. $25.00
Mircea Trombitas, Farrell, PA .....ccccooveonn. $25.00
Abigail Wey, Indianapolis, IN .......cccccovvieniennnn. $25.00
Justina Badila & Sanda Hart,

Farmington Hills, MI .........ccccooviiiniiiniieeene, $20.00

Cont. on page 16
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SCHOLARSHIP REcCIPIENTS 2018

DUMITRU GOLEA GOLDY-GEMU
SCHOLARSHIP ($1,500)

This scholarship is awarded to undergraduate
college students of Romanian origin. In addition to
all the required documents, each applicant writes
an essay on the topic: “How my Romanian Heritage
Helps Make Me a Better American.”

Anne E. Holan is a
recipient of the Goldy
Scholarship for 2018.
She attended St. Joseph
Academy and completed
her high school career at
Woodridge High School,
Cuyahoga Falls, Ohio,
with a 3.67 grade point
average. Annie’s ex-
tracurricular activities
and awards included:
Academic Challenge,
Academy Ambassadors,
Ak-ROY Youth Group,
Book Club, Bulldog Beat newspaper, Calliope Liter-
ary Magazine, French Honors Award, French Club,
French Honors Mention, FLA Kent State Startalk
Immersion Program, Honor Roll, Jaguar Beat, Junior
Volunteer at Fairview Hospital; Library Aide, Merit
Roll, Model United Nations, National Honor Society,
Peer Tutoring; Refugee Outreach Group, Poet’s Cor-
ner Secretary, Tutoring refugees at Thomas Jefferson
International Newcomers Academy, Senior Student of
the Month. She entered Kent State University, Kent,
Ohio, in the Fall of 2018 with the intention of major-
ing in international business and minoring in Russian
and Mandarin. One of her reference letters from the
high school faculty notes: “Anne is one of the most
well-mannered and respectful students I have met....
Character and citizenship are two additional strengths
that Anne possesses.... Ms. Holan is smart, creative
and a great problem-solver.” Her parish priest writes:
“Annie has a passion for languages and to be an ad-
vocate for those in need of help....Her dedication and
initiative are evidenced by the fact that she began and
led a refugee advocacy group at her high school....
her ultimate goal is ‘to take my passions for language,
new cultures and service to international human rights
law or immigration law.” In her essay, Annie writes:
“I am greatly influenced by my Romanian ancestors
specifically, as my grandfather was a priest and a
refugee....I volunteered throughout my high school
years with international newcomers, including ref-
ugees and immigrants. I tutored students from these
communities....In my junior year, I founded a club
that fundraised and created volunteer opportunities for

Anne Holan
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the support of the refugee / international newcomer
population of Cleveland.”

Daniel R. Phillips
is a recipient of the
Goldy Scholarship for
2018. Daniel attends The
Ohio State University,
Columbus, Ohio, where
his major is Landscape .
Architecture and minor i
is Horticulture and Ar-
chitecture. After more
than three years of study,
his cumulative GPA is
3.32 on a 4.0 scale. His
reference letters from L
faculty at the university Daniel Phillips
indicate that they were written with delight and en-
thusiasm for a student with a great work ethic who
“...is eager to learn, a critical thinker, and aware of
the potential transformative capacity of the practice
of landscape architecture....Daniel is a not only a
strong designer, but also demonstrates the ability to
collaborate, support other students, and be actively
involved and engaged in the academic environment....
He...often goes above and beyond what is asked of
him. He is an extremely kind, thoughtful, helpful
person....In addition to his interest for travel, he is
a leader in the Knowlton School community and the
Romanian Orthodox community. At Knowlton, he
is the treasurer for the professional organization for
landscape architecture. He helps fundraise and manage
the budget of the organization. Daniel is an active
member in the church, participates on the American
Romanian Orthodox Youth National Board and acts
as an ambassador for the Pan Orthodox United. He
is someone who cares about his faith and gives back
to a community that has helped him.” In his essay,
Daniel writes: “My Romanian heritage is something
I keep close to my heart. I feel that it is my most im-
portant characteristic of who I am and how I act as a
person. Having grown up in a family that shares the
same heritage and strong belief in passing it down, |
have learned to not only become a better American,
but also a better human.”

VICTOR POP SCHOLARSHIP ($1,000)

This Scholarship is awarded to Junior and Se-
nior-standing college students or graduate students,
who show their commitment and desire to complete
their studies.

Tudor S. Sandu is a recipient of the Victor Pop
Scholarship for 2018. Tudor attends Leland Stanford
Cont. on page 13
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ST. TIKHON’S Music DIRECTOR
CLOSELY INVOLVED IN
2019 GRAMMY-NOMINATED PROJECTS

Saint Tikhon’s Mon-
astery and Seminary are
proud to announce that
their music director,
Benedict Sheehan, played
keyrolesintwo ofthe2019
GRAMMY ®-nominated
projects for “Best Choral
Performance” as an-
nounced on Friday, De-
cember 7, 2018.

The Clarion Choir’s
recently released
disc, Kastalsky: Memory
Eternal, was one of this
year’s nominees. Sheehan
worked closely with Clarion music director Steven
Fox on every phase of this project from its inception
in 2016 to its culmination in the premiere of the fully
orchestrated version of the work in the Washington
National Cathedral this past October.

Clarion’s recording of Memory Eternal to the Fallen
Heroes (1917), the a cappella version of the larger
work, is the world premiere recording of Alexander
Kastalsky’s masterful composition that commemorates
the Allied forces slain in the First World War. Shee-
han, who is credited as Associate Conductor on this
release, also helped finalize scores for recording and
was primary music editor for one of the stand-alone
pieces on the album, Kastalsky’s never-before-record-
ed From My Youth (1905).

The PaTRAM Institute Male Choir’s disc, Teach
Me Thy Statutes, was another of this year’s nominees.
The disc also received Music Web International’s
prestigious award for Recording of the Year. Shee-
han, along with Saint Tikhon’s Bookstore Manager,
Priest Mikel Hill, were chorus members on this proj-
ect, which was recorded in 2016 in Saratov, Russia
under the direction of Vladimir Gorbik. Sheehan is
a co-founder of the PATRAM Institute, together with
Maestro Gorbik and CEO Alexis Lukianov. He helped
organize the choir’s debut concert tour and first series
of masterclasses—many of which were hosted by
Saint Tikhon’s.

In 2019, Sheehan will conduct a combined choir
of the Chamber Choir of Saint Tikhon’s Monastery,
the PaATRAM Institute Singers, and the Saint Tikhon’s
Festival Choir in the world premiere of his own Liturgy
of St. John Chrysostom (2018), a piece commissioned
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Benedict Sheehan

by the PaTRAM Institute. He will also conduct the
mixed choir for PATRAM’s 2019 Summer Academy
in Lakewood, NJ.

Sheehan also has close ties to yet a third GRAM-
MY® nominee this year for “Best Choral Perfor-
mance.” The Boston-based Skylark Vocal Ensemble,
led by conductor Matthew Guard, was nominated for
their album Seven Words from the Cross. Sheehan is
currently working with Skylark to compose music for
their upcoming “Once Upon a Time” program, based on
the Grimm Brothers’ Snow White and Hans Christian
Andersen’s The Little Mermaid. The project will be
premiered and recorded by Skylark in June of 2019.

SChOlaI‘Ship ees Cont. from page 12

Jr. University in Stan-
ford, California, where
he is majoring in Biol- =
ogy and Pre-Medicine. |

After 3 years of study,
his cumulative GPA is
3.7 on a 4.0 scale. His
reference letter by his
Parish Priest notes that:
“Tudor is a devoted Ro-
manian Orthodox Chris- [
tian, born in Romania, g
and characterized by a
deep love for his heri-
tage....He is one of my
former Altar Boys and a
student of our Sunday School....Tudor participated as
a devoted volunteer in the crew that inventoried our
Parish Library, with thousands of titles. Tudor loves
the church and offered his time, energy and talent as
a volunteer on other occasions, such as: the Romanian
Festivals, bookstore activities, substituted for the parish
secretary in our office and gave tours of the church
to visitors....He is a very promising young man who
speaks English, French and Romanian.”

Tudor S. Sandu

BE A FRIEND OF SoLIA

Send your donation to:
Romanian Orthodox Episcopate
SOLIA, PO BOX 185
GRASS LAKE, MI 49240 USA
or click on the Donate button at roea.org
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Hierarchal Schedule

Cont. from page 5

October 2-3. Cleveland, OH. Assembly of Canoni-
cal Orthodox Bishops of the USA. 9" Annual Meeting.

October 6. Alliance, OH. St. Nicholas. Funeral of
George Blebea.

October 7. Fairlawn, OH. Presentation of Our
Lord. Pastoral visit.

October 13-14. St. Paul, MN. St. Mary. Saturday:
Cemetery graves blessing. Great Vespers. 105" Anni-
versary Program. Sunday: Hierarchal Divine Liturgy.
Banquet.

October 18-21. Cleveland, OH. St. Mary Cathe-
dral. Thursday: Orthodox Christian Laity (OCL) Board
Meeting. Friday and Saturday: OCL Annual Meeting
& Conference. Sunday: Hierarchal Divine Liturgy.
Ordination of George Cautis into the Holy Diaconate
for service at St. Nicholas, Alliance, OH.

October 22-26. Syosset, NY. OCA Holy Synod
Meeting.

October 27. Markham, ON. St. Luke. Hierarchal
Divine Liturgy. Banquet for 5" Anniversary.

October 28. London, ON. Holy Cross. Hierarchal
Divine Liturgy. Banquet. Pastoral visit.

November 3-4. Elkins Park, PA. Descent of Holy
Spirit. Saturday: Great Vespers. Sunday: Hierarchal
Divine Liturgy. Banquet for 105" Anniversary.

November 7-9. Temecula, CA. Holy Resurrection
Monastery. Wednesday: Pastoral Visit. Vespers. Thurs-
day: Hierarchal Divine Liturgy. Friday: Pomona, CA.
Visit to Fr. Catalin & Psa. Nicole Mitescu.

November 9-10. Palm Springs, CA. Sts. Michael &
Gabriel. Friday: Vespers. Saturday: Hierarchal Divine
Liturgy. Banquet for 30™ Anniversary.

November 10-11. Sacramento, CA. Sts. Michael &
Gabriel. Sunday: Hierarchal Divine Liturgy. Banquet
for 25" Anniversary. Icon of Mother of God of Hawaii.

November 17. Troy, MI. Romanian Centennial
Program.

November 18. Rives Junction, MI. Dormition
Monastery. Hierarchal Divine Liturgy.

November 24-25. Rives Junction, MI. Dormition
Monastery. Saturday: Great Vespers. Sunday: Hier-
archal Divine Liturgy.

December 1-2. Cleveland, OH. St. Mary Cathe-
dral. Saturday: Romanian Association of Northeast
Ohio Celebration for Romanian Centennial. Sunday:
Hierarchal Divine Liturgy.

December 5-6. Rives Junction, MI. Dormition
Monastery. Wednesday: Great Vespers for St. Nicholas
feast day. Thursday: Hierarchal Divine Liturgy.

December 8-9. Rives Junction, MI. Dormition
Monastery. Saturday: Great Vespers. Sunday: Hier-
archal Divine Liturgy.

December 15-16. Rives Junction, MI. Dormition
Monastery. Saturday: Great Vespers. Sunday: Hier-
archal Divine Liturgy.

December 21-23. Chicago, IL. Saturday afternoon:
Holy Nativity Parish program at Chicago Museum of
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PASTORAL CHANGES

ORDINATIONS

CAUTIS, George Ionut, was ordained into the Holy
Diaconate by His Eminence, Archbishop Nathaniel on
October 21, 2018, at St. Mary Cathedral, Cleveland
OH, and assigned to St. Nicholas Church, Alliance OH.

ION, Bogdan Petru, was ordained into the Holy
Diaconate by His Eminence, Archbishop Nathaniel on
August 12, 2018, at Annuciation Cathedral, Montreal
QC, and assigned to Holy Brancoveanu Martyrs Church,
Lachine QC, effective August 14, 2018.

ASSIGNMENTS / SUSPENSIONS / RELEASES

BARR, V. Rev. Fr. Romulus, who is retired, was
assigned temporary Parish Administrator of St. Stephen
the Great Church, Clearwater FL, effective January 18,
2018.

CHIRTU, Rev. Fr. Dan Simion, was released from his
duties as Temporary Administrator and assigned Parish
Priest of St. Luke the Evangelist Church, Markham ON,
effective September 1, 2018.

CONSTANTIN, Reyv. Fr. Lucian, was released from
his duties as Parish Priest of St. Nicholas Church, Regi-
na SK, and assigned Parish Priest of St. Mary Church,
Calgary AB, effective January 1, 2018.

GHICA, Rev. Fr. Daniel, had his temporary suspen-
sion lifted effective August 23, 2018, and was assigned
Parish Priest of St. John the Hozevite Church, Lakewood
CO, effective November 1, 2018.

ILIE, Rev. Fr. Vasile, was released from his duties
as Parish Priest of Holy Archangels Michael & Gabriel
Church, Palm Springs CA, effective December 20,2018,
and suspended from all priestly functions, effective
January 4, 2019.

POP, Rev. Fr. Daniel, was released from his duties
as Parish Priest of Annunciation Church, Walker MI,
and assigned Parish Priest of St. Athanasius the Great
Mission, Aurora IL, effective October 21, 2018.

VINT, Rev. Fr. Cosmin, in addition to his duties at
Protection of the Mother of God Church, Fort Qu’Appelle
SK was assigned Parish Priest of St. Nicholas Church,
Regina SK, effective January 1, 2018.

Science & Industry. Saturday evening: St. Mary Par-
ish Colinde program. Sunday: Holy Nativity Parish.
Hierarchal Divine Liturgy.

December 24. Rives Junction, MI. Dormition Mon-
astery. Vigil for feast of Nativity of the Lord.

December 25. Southfield, MI. St. George Cathedral.
Hierarchal Divine Liturgy. Reception for Nativity of
the Lord feast day.

December 26-27. Rives Junction, MI. Dormition
Monastery. Wednesday: Hierarchal Divine Liturgy.
Lunch. Caroling. Thursday: Hierarchal Divine Liturgy
for St. Stephen’s day.

December 29-30. Rives Junction, MI. Dormition
Monastery. Saturday: Great Vespers. Sunday: Hier-
archal Divine Liturgy.
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SCHOLARSHIPS AVAILABLE THROUGH

THE ROMANIAN ORTHODOX EPISCOPATE
(ROEA)

All information and some application forms may be accessed via the internet at:
http://roea.org/scholarships.htm.

A.R.F.O.R.A. SCHOLARSHIPS

A.R.F.O.R.A/MARTHA GAVRILA SCHOLARSHIP
FOR WOMEN

The A.R.F.O.R.A./Martha Gavrila Scholarship for
Women is offered to women in post-graduate studies.
It was established in memory of Mrs. Martha Gavrila,
long-time president of A.R.F.O.R.A. who worked tire-
lessly for the Episcopate and Vatra Roméneasca. The
first scholarship was awarded at the 1985 A.R.F.O.R.A.
Congress held at St. Mary Church in Chicago, Illinois.
The sum of $1000.00 may be awarded annually to a
selected student. DEADLINE: MAY 10, 2019. Go

to http://roea.org/arforagavrila.html to download the
Application Form & Requirements.

A.RF.O.RA.UNDERGRADUATE SCHOLARSHIP
FOR WOMEN

The A.R.F.O.R.A. Undergraduate Scholarship for
Women was offered for the first time in 1994. A
scholarship of $1000.00 may be awarded annually to
selected students who have successfully completed their
first year of an undergraduate program. DEADLINE:
MAY 10,2019. Go to http://roea.org/arforaundergrad.
html to download the Application Form & Requirements.

A.R.F.O.R.A. HELEN MUNTEAN EDUCATION
SCHOLARSHIP FOR WOMEN

The A.R.F.O.R.A. Helen Muntean Education Schol-
arship for Women is a scholarship of $1000.00 that
may be awarded annually to women who are working
toward a career in teaching.

DEADLINE: MAY 10, 2019. Go to http://roea.
org/helenmuntean.html to download the Application
Form & Requirements.

WM. R. STANITZ / AROY SCHOLARSHIP

In August of 1971, the Constantin J. Stanitz family
of Chicago established a Scholarship Fund in memory
of their son, William Robert Stanitz, who met a tragic
death in California. Two undergraduate scholarships
of $1,000 each may be awarded annually. The appli-
cant must be an active AROY member, a graduate of
high school or a college student, or one who intends
to enroll in a school or college of university level.
DEADLINE: MAY 31, 2019. Go to http://roea.org/
stanitzaroy.html for application requirements.
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DUMITRU GOLEA GOLDY-GEMU SCHOLAR-
SHIP

Offers two undergraduate scholarships of $1,500
each, which may be awarded annually to undergrad-
uate students of Romanian origin according to the
established requirements and rules. The applicant
must have completed high school or already be en-
rolled in college. DEADLINE: MAY 31, 2019. Go

to http://roea.org/goldygemu.html for requirements
and application forms.

THE PAMFIL AND MARIA BUJEA
FAMILY ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN SEMINARIAN
SCHOLARSHIP

The Pamfil and Maria Bujea Seminarian Scholarship
is a scholarship given once only to a male or female
Canadian or American Orthodox Christian citizen
studying with the intention of serving, for a given
period of time, the Romanian Orthodox Episcopate
of America in Canada. The time to be served is at
the discretion of the ruling hierarch. The number of
scholarships awarded to qualified students is determined
by the committee. The scholarship is given directly
to the School of Theology at the beginning of the re-
cipient’s second year of continued theological studies.
To be considered for the Autumn-Winter Term, a
fully completed application must be postmarked on
or before MAY 31, 2019. Applicants may obtain

requirements from http://www.roea.org/bujea.html.

VICTOR POP SCHOLARSHIP

The Victor Pop Scholarship was established in
memory of the late Victor Pop by his family to hon-
or his legacy of hard work and perseverance in life
which resulted in great achievements. The goal of
the scholarship is to assist college students who are
committed in their academic pursuits to complete
their studies. It is specifically geared towards Junior
and Senior standing college students or graduate
students, who show their commitment and desire to
complete their studies. The Victor Pop Scholarship shall
be awarded annually to one person in the amount
of US $1,000.00. For Scholarship Requirements and

Application, visit http://roea.org/victorpopscholarship.
html. DEADLINE: MAY 31, 2019.
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How SKipPING CHURCH AFFECTS
YoUR CHILDREN

Carl Trueman: The church is losing its young peo-
ple, because the parents never taught their children
that it was important.

Could skipping church affect your children more
than you realize? Should you let your kids skip? At
what age is it appropriate to give them such choices?

There is a compelling argument for not letting
children skip church in the Question and Answer time
after a panel discussion with Kent Hughes, Aimee
Byrd, Todd Pruitt, and Carl Trueman at Westminster
Theological Seminary in 2014.

In the Q&A, Carl Trueman was asked about why
churches today are losing their young people. Typical
answers to this question range from things like the
temptations of this world or the irrelevance of the
church—your typical answers. But Trueman makes a
keen and convicting connection between our parenting
and apostasy.

“The church is losing its young people, because the
parents never taught their children that it was import-
ant. I think that applies across the board. It applies
to family worship, and it also applies to whether you
are in church every Sunday and what priority you
demonstrate to your children [that]church has on a
Sunday. If the sun shines out and their friends are
going to the beach, do you decide to skip church and
go to the beach? In which case, you send signals to
your children that it is not important.” (Carl Trueman)

Watch the video here: https://youtu.be/xuiE-
JIWyVKO.

What Role Should Parents Play to Keep Kids
From Skipping Church?

Now we know that artificially taking your kids to
church neither bestows salvation nor guarantees it.
God is obviously not honored by external religious
acts without heart worship. This type of legalism is
not the subject of this discussion. This is about par-
enting and the weight of the responsibility behind
how they prioritize their time and lifestyle choices
for their families.

Maybe the reason why our children have no love
for Christ is due to the fact that we as parents do not
show any love or passion for Christ, evidenced by how
we prioritize our time both on Sundays and during the
week. When television, sports, school, hobbies even
family itself are elevated to a place of idolatry and
replace the vital Christian responsibilities, then we
tell our children that Christ is secondary to all these
things. We tell our children that it is not necessary to
take up your cross and die to yourself daily in order
to follow Christ. We tell them that you only have to
live for Christ when it’s convenient for you. We tell
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them it is okay to sacrifice time with your all-satisfying
Savior if something “more fun” or “more important”
comes along (sarcasm indicated by quotation marks
if you didn’t catch that). And this sounds like a clear
path to apostasy if you ask me.

Parents are in charge. Parents make choices all
the time for their families. As they decide on what
takes priority in family, every choice is carefully ob-
served and taken into the heart of their children. Yes,
they are watching you, and they are learning from you.

Let’s evaluate where our hearts are by observ-
ing our choices. Do you prioritize the local church?
Do you prioritize the worship of Christ in your home
and on Sundays? Do you prioritize serving Him and
worshiping Him in the contexts of school and work?
This doesn’t mean that you can’t ever miss a Sunday
or that you can’t have any extracurricular activities.
Instead, it is a sobering reminder that we shouldn’t
put the things of God at the bottom of the priority list,
because it tells our children that Christ is at the bottom
of our priority list. And the God of this universe does
not belong there.

My prayer is that we all would improve in this
area. But beware, maybe we don’t see this because
Christ isn’t a priority in our lives. And if He isn’t a
priority in our lives, then our children will know and
follow suit.

Source: ChurchPlants.com

FinanCial RepOI't Cont. from page 11

Mihail Bordei, Ridgewood, NY .........ccocvvveviniiennns $20.00
Sofia Covaci, Happy Valley, OR........cccceeviviennenne $20.00
Cristian & Luminita Culetu, Bronx, NY................. $20.00
Psa Martha MacLellan, Winnipeg. MB .................. $20.00
Vasile & Aurelia Muntean, Cicero, IL.................... $20.00
JToan & Paraschiva Nanu, Clawson, MI .................. $20.00
Cornel Stana, Rockville, MD.......ooovvveveeeeeiiiiinn.. $20.00
Ana Haiduc, Valparaiso, IN .........ccccoeevviiieeiiiieees $19.26
Stefan Gorunescu, Mississauga, ON.............c......... $18.05
Michael & Karen Lazoran, Canton, OH ................. $10.00
Mary Gataiant, Dearborn Hts, MI.............cccccooniie. $5.00
George & Dora Munro, Burke, VA........ccccooivenne $5.00
Carmen Sajin, Davie, FL .......ccccoooiiviiiiiiicc e, $5.00

ADDRESS CHANGE

Send your change of addresses to:
SOLIA, PO BOX 185
GRASS LAKE, MI 49240 USA
or solia@roea.org
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ROMANII-AMERICANI SALUTA
CENTENARUL ROMANIEI MARI

S-au implinit o sutda de ani de la sfarsitul celui
mai sangeros razboi mondial. Europa §i America de
Nord saluta si reafirma armistitiul din 11 noiembrie
1918. Faptul ca liderii marilor puteri au omagiat re-
cent armistitiul nu este de mica insemnatate. Pentru
noi, cei de origine romana, dar si pentru alte popoare
din Europa, destramarea imperiului austro-ungar a
insemnat consolidarea nationala. Privind in urma,
intelegem ca intregul an 1918 a fost marcat de o serie
de memorabile momente prin care s-a consfintit unirea
provinciilor istorice romanesti cu Romania. Astfel,
plebiscitele din 27 Martie (Basarabia), 28 Noiembrie
(Bucovina) si 1 decembrie (Transilvania), pe care
apoi tratatele de la Versaille - Trianon le-au validat,
au transmis atunci lumii vointa romanilor.

Romanii “departati” in America, desi se aflau la
mari distante de de tara lor, nu au ramas de loc pasivi,
ci au participat cu entuziasm la infaptuirea Romaniei
Mari. Ei au organizat actiuni de sprijin politic, medical,
financiar, mediatic i chiar militar. Majoritatea dintre
ei sosisera in America cu pasapoarte unguresti, iar
dupd izbucnirea razboiului erau monitorizati de agentii
consulatelor maghiare. In ciuda amenintarilor acestora,
inca din 1916, cand Romania a iesit din neutralitate
si a intrat in rdazboi contra Puterilor Centrale, ei au
inceput sa se organizeze potrivit intereselor neamului
romanesc. Astfel, in 24 septembrie 1916, convocati
de protopopul loan Podea, parohul bisericii “Sf. Trei-
me” din Youngstown, reprezentantii a 40 de parohii,
majoritatea fiind ortodoxe, iar cateva greco-catolice,
precum si ai celor vreo 100 de societati fratesti s-au
constituit in Consiliul National Romdn in orasul
Aliance, Ohio. Aceasta era o organizatie politica, care
astfel primea dreptul sd reprezinte vointa “intregului
popor romanesc” din America 1naintea guvernului
american. Tot in acea perioada s-a format si “Asociatia
romana pentru ajutor de razboi” care a contribuit
cu Insemnate ajutoare materiale pentru spitalele si
orfelinatele din Romania.

Ingrijorati de soarta familiilor lor, rimase in Ardeal,
in urma apelului de chemare la arme al Presedintelui
Woodrow Wilson, circa 3 - 4 mii de barbati romani
numai din statul Ohio s-au Inrolat in armata ameri-
cana. Numai in divizia 37 de mortiere de transee din
Youngstown, Ohio se numirau 897 de soldati. In
total, circa 6 mii de romani-americani au luptat in
primul razboi mondial. Naturalizati in graba ca ceta-
teni americani, ei au luptat eroic alaturi de Antanta in
marile inclestari, de la la Verdun si Marna, precum
si in alte cumplite batalii. Multi dintre ei au platit
pretul suprem pentru idealul unirii Transilvaniei cu
Romania. Dupa cum a marturisit intdiul dintre acesti
voluntari, Rudi Nan, la Alba Iulia, in 1929, “am avut
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acolo, pe campul mortii, legiune romdneascd... care
a lasat acolooseminte romdnesti, ramasitele eroilor
care au dat totul pentru tara.” (Grama, 31). Despre
eroismul acestor romani-americani, Congressman-ul
John Cooper a afirmat ca proportional cu numarul
lor, romanii-americani au dat mai multi voluntari
decat celelalte nationalitati. Din acest motiv, dupa
razboi, acesti veterani au adresat o indreptatita cerere
Conferintei de Pace de la Paris, din 1919, solicitind
imperativ drepturi pentru Romania. La zece ani dupa
razboi, eroismul regimentului din Youngstown a fost
recunoscut public la Alba Iulia, legiunea fiind decorata
cu ordinul Steaua Romdniei. Multi dintre acei veterani
au primit si ordinul Regele Ferdinand I al Romdniei.
Pe langa acestea, se cuvine sa pomenim si jertfele
femeilor romano-americane. Fiind profund miscate
de jertfelnicia si pilda de slujire a Reginei Maria,
supra-numita ,,mama ranitilor”, ele au contribuit
alaturi de barbati, inrolandu-se in cadrul Crucii Rosii
Americane din orasele: Cleveland, Canton, Youngstow,
Detroit, Chicago, New York, Philadelphia, St. Paul,
Mn., Indianapolis, Gary, Trenton, Boston , etc. Ele au
colectat si contribuit sume insemnate de bani pentru
sprijinirea refugiatilor din Moldova, iar unele au parti-
cipat activ 1n luptele de pe frontul de vest, in Europa.
Cu siguranta, eforturile lor ar fi fost imposibile daca
nu ar fi fost incurajate de sustinerea credinciosilor
romani-americani din toate bisericile din America,

care - la acest centenar - nu se cade sa fie uitate.
Una dintre contributiile cele mai valoroase ale
romanilor-americani la Marea Unire din 1918 a fost
sustinerea misiunii diplomatice a capitanului Vasile
Stoica, trimis peste ocean de Regele Ferdinand I. El a
venit in America ca s sustind i sd promoveze ,,cauza
roméneasci”. Impreuna cu el au fost de asemenea
corifeii ardeleni, Pr. loan Mota (1868-1940) si Pr.
Vasile Lucaciu (1852-1922). Cel dintai a publicat in
Cleveland, vreme de trei luni, ziarul Libertatea, care
chema pe romanii-americani sa ajute pe cei ramasi
“acasd”. Sesizand lipsa unui lobby romanesc mai
bine organizat, tot cu sprijinul preotilor si parohiilor
romanesti, diplomatul Vasile Stoica a organizat in
1918 Liga Nationalad Romdna cu sediul in Cleve-
land. Prin inflicaratele sale articole si apeluri, el a
incendiat inimile cititorilor, i-a a cdlauzit spre o mai
buna unitate si a reusit sa se faca auzit in cele mai
inalte cercuri politice americane, pana la Presedintele
Wilson. Eforturile sale au sensibilizat in mare masura
diplomatia americana si a creat punti de contact cu
reprezentantii altor nationalitdti din America provenite
tot din imperiul austro-ungar. Aici, ei s-au infratit,
realizand ca toti indurau, de veacuri, aceleasi sufe-
Cont. la pag 24
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DIN ViATA EPISCOPIEI ...
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Sarbatorirea Centenarului Marii Uniri la Catedrala Sfanta Maria din Cleveland, Ohio, 1 decembrie 2018, parastas
pentru Eroi Neamului si Momentul Aniversar.

Aniversarea de 105 ani a Parohiei Pogorarea Duhului Sfant, Elkins Park, PA - 4 noiembrie 2018.

e il 4 H 1 o
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Un grup de tineri ai parohiei din Elkins Park impreund  Aniversarea de 5 ani a Parohiei Sf. Luca din Markham,
cu Inaltpreasfintitul Nathaniel. Ontario, Canada - 27 octombrie 2018.
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Tlnerl si parinti din Parohia Sf. Maria, St Paul MN la programul aniversar sarbatormd Centenarul Marii Uniri - 13
octombrle 2018.

Centenarul Marii Uniri sarbatorit de preotii Protopopiatului Canada Centrala in Parohia Sf. Gheorghe, Toronto,
Canada - 1 decembrie 2018.

Vizita Arhiepiscopului Nathaniel la Parohia Sfintii Arhangheli Mihail si Gavriil din Sacramento - aniversarea de 25
de ani - 11 noiembrie 2018.
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SCRISOARE PASTORALA 2018
NASTEREA DOMNULUI, DUMNEZEULUI
SI MANTUITORULUI NOSTRU
Iisus HRiISTOS

“Voi locui n ei $i voi umbla $i voi fi Dumnezeul lor si ei vor fi poporul Meu.” (2 Cor. 6,16;
Leviticul 26,11-19)

Tubitii mei Fii Duhovnicesti in Hristos Domnul:

Cucernic cler, preacuviosi monahi si binecredinciosi crestini ai de Dumnezeu-pazitei noastre episcopili,
“Har si Pace de la Dumnezeu-Tatdl nostru $i Domnul nostru lisus Hristos,

lar de la noi, arhieresti binecuvdntdri!”
Hristos se naste ! Mariti-L!

Iubiti Credinciost,

Din nou ca in fiecare an, praznuim Nasterea Soarelui Dreptatii, lisus Hristos, Lumina Lumii.
Punind la o parte grijile si povara zilelor, sd lasdm inimile noastre sa se umple cu bucuria acestei
mari sarbdtori a Nagterii Domnului! Sa cdpdtdm curaj si putere fiindca astfel de virtuti vin prin
nadejdea eterna.

Iar dacd ne ascultdm inimile sd auzim falfait de aripi ingeresti, aceleasi care au imprejmuit pe
Hristos cel Nascut, si care au inspirat pe pdstori sd anunte glorioasa veste: Hristos s-a nascut!
Ce bucurie lduntricad va fi simtit atunci Fecioara Maria si losif protectorul ei, pastorii, magii si
intreaga creatie!

Inca de la cdderea din rai a protopdrintilor nostri Adam si Eva, toatd creatia, omul si natura
asteptau reinnoirea comuniunii cu insdsi Creatorul. Si cu toate acestea, depdrtarea omului fatd
de Dumnezeu se adincea, devenind anguasa si disperare.

“Ce putea face Dumnezeu in fata acestui proces de dezumanizare a omului, in fata tdinuirii
adevdrului de cdtre duhurile rele?” se intreba Sf. Atanasie cel Mare. “Ce altceva -- rdspunde
tot sfantul -- decat sd-si redescopere chipul in umanitatea pierdutd, astfel incat omul sa-1 poatd
cunoaste mai bine pe Dumnezeu.”

Dumnezeu a trimis profeti si chiar ingeri sd cheme pe om la Sine, dar a fost necesar ca Dumnezeu
insusi sd coboare pe pamant spre a ridica pe om la ceruri. “Ce minunatd faptd!” exclama Sf. Ioan
Gurd de Aur: “Dumnezeu a trimis pe ingeri la om apoi a ndltat pe om la cele ceresti. Raiul s-a
coborat pe pamant fiindcd raiul trebuia sd ridice la sine si lucrurile pdmdntesti.” De asemenea
Patriarhul Iacob strigase: “’El va veni $i lumea se va aduna in jurul Sau.”

Venirea Mantuitorului a fost sa restabileascd in om chipul “’umbrit *” al lui Dumnezeu si sd-i
restituie omului locul sdu in Impdratia Tatdlui ceresc. Sf. Atanasie mai spune cd “'venirea Cu-
vantului lui Dumnezeu in persoand era singura posibilitate de a recrea pe om dupd Chipul lui
Dumnezeu.” Sau chiar in cuvintele Mantuitorului: “’Eu am venit sd caut $i sd mdntuiesc ceea
ce era pierdut.” “’Era deci necesar ca Dumnezeu Insusi sd vind la noi,” spune Sf. Leo. “Cdci
dacd El nu era Dumnezeu adevdrat, El nu ne putea ajuta; iar dacd nu era om adevdrat, el nu
putea fi pentru noi un exemplu.”

e
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Motivul pentru care lisus s-a nascut din Sf. Duh si Fecioara Maria, explicd Sf. Ioan Gura de
Aur, este: “cd venind intre noi, El ne va invita, si invatindu-ne ne va $i ardta lucruri pe care
omul nu le poate vedea. Fiindcd dacd omul crede cd ochii sunt mai demni de crezare decdt ure-
chile, totusi ochii se indoiesc de ceea ce nu vdd, si astfel El ni s-a ardtat noud in trup pentru a
se sterge orice urmd de indoiald.”

Tnvﬁ;ﬁndu-ne Hristos ne-a indreptat mintea catre Scripturi, asa dupd cum si profetul David
spunea: “’El va veni asteptat cum asteaptd ploaia un cdmp insetat.” Nasterea Sa va fi de o im-
portantd cosmicd, de o infinitd importantd pentru noi, pentru familiile noastre, pentru neam si
pentru Intreaga creatie. Intradevdr El este binecuvantat intre noi!

Vrind insa sd-1 cunoastem, noi trebuie sd I ne inchindm. “Cdci dacd Hristos este Dumnezeu,
asa cum §i este, dar n-ar fi asumat $i firea omeneascd, noi am fi inca strdini mantuirii. Sd I ne
inchinam deci ca unui Dumnezeu,” ne indeamna Sf. Chiril al Ierusalimului. “’Dar trebuie sd
credem cd Hristos Dumnezeu a fost totodatd $i un om adevdrat,” continud tot Sf. Chiril.

Iisus Mantuitorul, Hristos cel Uns ca impérat, a “venit ca o mand cereascd sd sature pe sdra-
ci,” spune Sf. Chiril, fiindcd oameni de diferite varste erau infometati si insetati de adevarul
despre creatie, dupd cum astazi préznAuirea nasterii Printului Pacii ne reaminteste de mostenirea
noastrd spirituald ca fii ai celui Prea Inalt.

Astdzi sd ne bucuram deci de nagterea Sa! “’Recunoasterea acestui fapt ne innobileazad ca
oameni,” spune Sf. Leo. “Cdci noi suntem temple ale Sf. Duh.” (1 Cor. 6,19) in care locuieste
Dumnezeu, cunoscandune pe fiecare dupa numele sdu. Astfel noi nu suntem niciodatd singuri,
nici in clipa cea mai intunecatd a vietii; tot astfel nici atunci cind puterile satanice vin sd ne
darame bisericile si locurile sfinte: “’Dumnezeu este cu noi! ingelege'gi neamuri $i vd plecati, cdci
cu noi este Dumnezeu!” (Is. 8,9).

Acolo unde sunt credinciosi adevarati este si Bisericd, este un templu al Domnului. Adevaratii
inchindtori vin la leaganul Pruncului Hristos cintind de bucurie, precum céndva se bucura si Sf.
Ioan Gurd de Aur: “Ma minunez purtdnd in bratele mele leagdnul lui Hristos. Cdci acesta este
toatd nddejdea mea, acesta este viata mea, acesta este Mdntuirea mea, acesta este instrumentul
care cantd pentru mine, harpd a sufletului meu!”

La nasterea lui Hristos Ingerii au strigat: “’Slavd intru cei de sus lui Dumnezeu $i pe pamint
pace, intre oameni bundvoire!” (Luca 2,14). Aceasta bundvoire s-a realizat prin Hristos insusi,
fiindcd El ne-a impécat pe noi cu Dumnezeu Tatil -- spune Sf. Chiril. “’/n persecutie si tristete,
la bine pacea Domnului este netarmuitd” (Isaia 9,7). Tot astfel si noi astdzi sd ne facem partasi si
sd Intampinam pe pruncul Hristos In lume, pentru pacea tuturor. S3-L primim cd este Dumnezeul
nostru $i noi poporul Sau.

Fiindcd azi “noud un prunc s-a ndscut, noud astdzi un fiu ni s-a dat” (Isaia 9,5), ploaia a
cdzut peste pamantul insetat, mireasma a acoperit pamantul, cel bland si milostiv a venit intre
noi, stalpul de foc ne-a condus din intuneric la lumind, iar figaduinta Sa pentru noi inca se
implineste. “’Cdnd se va ardta Hristos a doua oard, viata noastrd, atunci vd veti ardta $i voi
impreund cu El in slavd!” (Col. 3,4).

Hristos se naste! Mariti-L!

toothonc)

+NATHANIEL
Din mila lui Dumnezeu si voia Poporului, Arhiepiscop de Detroit
si al Episcopiei Ortodoxe Romane din America a
Bisericii Ortodoxe din America
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CERBERII SFANTULUI POTIR -
DESPRE SFANTA IMPARTASANIE

De multe ori patriarhul tdrii, episcopii §i preotii
devin obiectul de atac al presei si televiziunii roméne.
Nu este vorba aici de humorul grotesc al Academiei
Catavencu, pe care chiar sd vrei, nu te poti supdra; ci
de o intreagd clasd; de ziaristi inteligenti, in a cdror
subconstient incd mai zac rezidurile unei educatii
comuniste, de care poate nu-si dau seama, $i nici ei
ingisi nu o pot controla.

Li se pare lor cd atitudinea de protest a Bisericii
impotriva legalizdrii homosexualitdtii, prostitutiei
si avortului este retrogradd, fatd de secularismul
structurilor europene, unde politicienii romani vor sa
intre..., cu orice pret, chiar cu sacrificiul traditiei si
a etosului national.

Spre surprinderea mea, chiar un tanar teolog roman,
de o nalta subtirime intelectuald, crede ca Ortodoxia nu
poate confrunta cultura post-modernistd cu terorismul
ei informatic si globalismul economic, fard a veni cu o
noud teologie; altfel, vezi Doamne, raimanem de carutd.
Slavda Domnului, Biserica, de doud mii de ani, predica
globalismul radical, adicad “o turma si un pastor,” fard
ca mddularele Trupului Tainic al Domnului - prin care
Sféanta Scripturd intelege “neamurile” si culturile sd-si
piarda specificul sau sa se excluda unul pe altul: “Caci
precum...mddularele trupului, zice Sfantul Apostol
Pavel, multe fiind, sunt un trup, tot asa si in Hristos,
fie iudei, fie elini...cdci trupul nu este un madular, ci
multe (cf. 1 Cor.12-14,idem Rom.12,4-8). Evident ca,
Biserica, avand un caracter eshatologic, intotdeauna s-a
ocupat de viitor, adica de modul de viatd a lumii care
vine, pentru cd istoria, in fond, este istoria rascump-
ararii omului, nu numai a relatiilor economice. (vezi
Fr. George Florovsky: Bible, Church, Tradition, 1972
pg. 69). Insd, acest universalism teologic, urmdrit de
Bisericd, ramane organic, bazat pe specificul cultural
al fiecdrei natiuni, nu unul abstract si artificial, creat
de ONU. Dar aceasta este o problemd de sociologie
religioasd care depdseste economia acestui articol.

Ceea ce voiesc eu sd spun, urmdrind presa din tard
si strdindtate, este cad unii preoti ortodocsi si chiar
unii episcopi din Roménia se expun ei ingisi la un
criticism, de multe ori, bine meritat, nu numai din
partea ziaristilor agnostici, pentru care Biserica nu
insemnad nimic, ci din partea majoritatii credinciosilor,
pentru cd practicd unele obiceiuri religioase care nu
au nimic in comun cu Scriptura, Sfanta Traditie sau
cu canoanele Bisericii.

De exemplu, nu poti veni astdzi, in Romania, dupa
o perioada lunga de vilificare a Bisericii, cu o falsa
spiritualitate de influentd bogomild, cum ar fi: Episto-
lia, Visul Maicii Domnului, Célatoria Sf. Arhanghel
Mihail la Iad, sau Vamile Vazduhului. Ba nici macar
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cu teologia sentimentald, de iz protestant, a Oastei
Domnului. Cartea diaconului Babut “Pelerinul Roman”,
in care se afirma cd, daca ai In gurd guma de mestecat,
ti se adaugd la cele sapte pacate, a devenit catehismul
ortodox al poporului romén dupa revolutie; si, cu toate
ca autorul este un cleric, nimeni nu ia atitudine. Sunt
preoti care, dorind mai multd popularitate, recomanda
cele 12 vineri de post negru, parastase cu noud capete,
cdutarea 1n pravild, sau ghicirea in Psaltire, desi acolo
nu se gasesc decat psalmi si sfinte rugaciuni. Nu putem
transforma actele liturgice in magie, numai pentru a
avea biserica plind, sau pentru a satisface bigotismului
religios a unor habotnici, care niciodatd nu au inteles
ce este Ortodoxia.

Dar un lucru cu totul lipsit de inteles este ceea ce
se intdmpld cu Sfanta Liturghie, care in fond, defi-
neste insdgi esenta Bisericii, pentru cd Biserica este
comunitatea euharisticd a celor care se impartdsesc. In
1994, la Duminica Tomei, m-a invrednicit Dumnezeu
sd slujesc in Catedrala Patriarhiei. A fost o Liturghie
solemna: Patriarhul, trei episcopi, sobor impresionant
de preoti si diaconi, un cor Ingeresc...biserica intesata
de credinciosi care se rugau, ingenunchiau, plangeau,
sarutau icoanele, dar niciunul din ei nu s-a Tmpartasit.
Era “credintd,” era “fricd de Dumnezeu si dragoste”
asa cum a fost chemarea din partea diaconului, dar
nimeni nu s-a apropiat de potir, afard de niste copii,
care erau ademeniti la usa altarului cu niste paine
muiatd in vin, o Tnselare care poate produce confuzie,
pentru cd tinerii aceia erau convingi ca s-au impartasit.

Ma intreb, cum putem noi rdmane membre vii a
Trupului Tainic al Domnului, impértdsindu-ne numai
de patru ori pe an? (Cf. Invatitura de Credinta, Craiova
1952, pg.296). Oare nu spune Mantuitorul: “De nu veti
manca trupul Fiului Omului si de nu veti bea sangele
Lui, nu veti avea viatd in voi?” (Ioan 6,53). Ori aici
nu este vorba numai de viata trupeasca, biologica, pe
care ne-o intretinem cu alimente, ci de viata spirituald,
prin care devenim nemuritori $i pe care Mantuitorul
spune cd o primim numai in Sfanta Impartasame ‘cdci
precum Tatdl M-a trimis pre Mine si Eu viez prin El,
tot asa si cine Md mananca pe Mine va trdi prin Mine,”
zice Domnul, “cédci trupul Meu este adevidratd méancare
si sdngele Meu, adevaratd bautura” (Ioan 6:55,56,57).

De aceea, Sfantul Vasile la anul 372, intr-o epistola
catre Chesarie, deplange situatia din vremea lui, cand
crestinii se impdrtdseau numai de patru ori pe sapt-
amana, “Cici este bine si folositor este, a se 1mparta51
in fiecare zi, céci Insu51 Hristos zice: ‘Cel ce mananca
trupul Meu si bea sangele Meu are viata vesnica.’ (Ioan
6,54). Dar noi ne impdrtdsim numai de patru ori pe
saptdmand: Dumineca, miercurea, vinerea i simbata
SOLIA OCT-DEC 2018



si in alte zile cand se face pomenirea vreunui sfant.”
(Canoanele BOR, Dr. Nicodim Milas, Arad, 1936, pg.
258). Canonul 9, atribuit Sfintilor Apostoli spune: “Cei
care vin la biserica..., dar refuza Tmpartasirea cu Sf.
Euharistie, toti aceia trebuie exclusi din Biserica...”
Acelasi lucru il spune, subinteles si Canonul 2 al Si-
nodului din Antiohia (341), Canonul 2 al Sinodului
VI si Canonul 1 al Sinodului VII Ecumenic (Despre
Dumnezeiasca Impartas1re Tesalonic,1992, pg. 14-15).

Atunci cum s-a ajuns la restrictia ca Sf. Impirtisanie
sd fie constrangdtor legatd de Taina Spovedaniei, ca
element pregdtitor; iar preotii, neavand timp sa mart-
uriseasca in fiecare duminica pe toti cei care ar dori
sd se cuminece, le-au pus termene: o datd pe an, de
patru ori pe an, sau o datd pe luna? Si, au dreptate
preotii. Daca toti care vin duminica la biserica ar vrea
sd se cuminece, cand mai are preotul timp si-i spove-
deasca? Pe de altd parte, nu au credinciosii dreptul,
sd se uneascd cu Hristos? Céci doar pentru aceasta au
venit la Liturghie! Nu este nici un canon in Biserica
care sd impund spovedania ca parte pregdtitoare a
Sfintei Cuminecaturi, ci dimpotrivd : sunt exclusi din
Biserica cei care participa la Sfanta Liturghie, fara sa
se Tmpdrtagseascd (Can. 8 si 9 Ap.,2 Vlec. 1 VIl ec.),
pentru cd Liturghia este taina distribuirii Trupului ti
Sangelui, asa cum reise din continutul rugéciunilor
canonului euharistic, pe care, din nefericire, preotii
le citesc 1n taind: «...prin mana Ta cea puternicd sa
ni se dea noud Preacuratul Tau Trup si Scumpul Tau
Sange, si prin noi la tot poporul Tau...» Citre cine
strigd lisus Hristos: “Luati, mancati si beti dintru
acesta toti?” Oare nu pentru participantii la Sfanta
Liturghie? Ba preotul le mai si aratd potirul, zicand
: “Apropiati-va!”, si, de cele mai multe ori, nimeni
nu se apropie. lar la urma, cantd cu toti multumiti :
“Sd se umple gurile noastre de lauda Ta, Doamne, ca
ne-ai invrednicit sd ne Tmpdrtdsim...” i nimeni nu s-a
impartdsit. Asa cum spune Dumnezeiescul Hrisostom
in una din omiliile sale: “Zadarnic se savarseste Litu-
ghia 1n fiecare zi, cd nu va Tmpdrtagiti. Degeaba stam
in fata altarului, cd nimeni nu vine” (Omilia a 3-a la
Efeseni). Se pune intrebarea: Pe cine inseldm noi?
Pentru cd Sfanta Liturghie nu are sens, fara impartas1rea
credinciosilor. Este jertfa euharisticd reald, sau vrem
doar sd jucam un teatru, sd ne mintim pe noi insine?
De ce numai preotii se impartdsesc fard spovedanie,
iar credinciosilor li se impune aceasta?

De ce, numai credinciosii trebuie sd posteasca trei
zile Tnainte de a se Tmpdrtasi, iar preotul este scutit
de aceasta? Oare nu preotul trebuie sd fie acela care
sd dea exemplu? Pe de altd parte cum ar putea sd po-
steascd cdlugdrul din méndstire care oficiaza liturghii
in fiecare zi? Ar Tnsemna cd omul acesta nu trebuie
sd manance de loc? Este imposibil unui preot de la o
parohie izolatd din munti sa se spovedeasca inainte de
fiecare liturghie. La cine? De unde au iesit aceste traditii
care nu sunt practice, nu sunt nici in Scriptura, nici
in canoanele Bisericii §i pentru care preotii se expun
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unui criticism public? Pentru cd, in vremea noastra,
oamenii nu sunt naivi: citesc, observa, intreaba. De ce
punem noi sarcini grele pe umerii oamenilor, pe care
noi nici cu degetul mic nu Tncercim sd le ridicdm?
(Matei 23 ,4).

Eu cred cd spovedania a ajuns obligatorie pentru cei
ce se Tmpdrtagesc, prin interpretarea fortatd a citatului
din I Cor. 11, 28-29 “S3i se ispiteasca omul pe sine si
asa din paine sa manance si din pahar sa bea.” Uitam,
insa, ca in timpul Apostolilor, frangerea painii avea loc
la sfarsitul unei mese solemne numita “chaburah”, la
care oamenii mancau si beau, iar unii deveneau chiar
scandalosi, asa cum reiese din context.

Desigur cd spovedania este obligatorie, mai ales
pentru cei ce au sdvarsit pacate de moarte ca: omor,
adulter, desfranare, bestialitate, ura, apostazie etc.,
pentru care Sf. Ioan Teologul crede cd nici nu-i bine
sd ne rugam (I Toan 5,16). in prlmele secole, acesti
oameni erau exclusi din Biserica, iar pentru a fi repri-
mifi, urmau treptele catehumenilor. Pdcatele comune
insd, nu trebuie sd ne opreascd de la Sf. Potir, daca
facem pregitirea necesard ca sd ne Tmpartdasim. Ele
se iartd prin rugdciunile pregdtitoare, prin rugiciunile
Sfintei Liturghii si prin Tnsusi actul impartdsirii, cdci
de aceea repetam la fiecare comunicant formula: “
spre iertarea pacatelor si spre viata de veci.”

Spovedania este o taina aparte. Ne putem spovedi,
fdra a ne Tmpdrtagi. Si este de dorit sa o facem cét
mai des. Dar nu putem participa la Sf. Liturghie,
fdra a gusta din potir, cdci credinciosii nu sunt numai
spectatori, ci co-litughisitori dimpreund cu preotul.
Un preot care ar savarsi Liturghia de unul singur ar
fi caterisit. Liturghia este dialog si banchet. Nu poti
primi o invitatie la banchet si sd nu gusti din bucate;
ori, cel care te-a invitat, adica preotul, sd consume
toatd mancarea, iar tu sd stai si sa privesti iar, la urma,
sd multumesti lui Dumnezeu cd te-ai sdturat. Este un
non-sens. Sfantul Nicodim Aghoritul citeaza pe Cu-
viosul lov, care zicea: “Preotii care refuza pe crestinii
ce se apropie de Sfanta Impartasame cu evlavie si cu
credintd, sunt socotiti de Dumnezeu ca ucigasi, asa
cum scrie la Proorocul Osie: ‘au ascuns preotii calea
si voia si porunca lui Dumnezeu, au omorat Siche-
mul si au fdcut nelegiuire In poporul meu’ “ (Despre
Dumnezeiasca Impartasue pg.67).

Demgur ca Imparta51rea nu trebuie sa fie IntAmpl-
dtoare, ci cu pregitire: se ia pe nemancate, se citesc
rugdciunile pregdtitoare, ne apropiem cu evlavie si
cu sentimentul nevredniciei, Tmpdcati cu Dumnezeu
si cu oamenii. Si, pentru ca unii dintre preoti vorbesc
de “impartdsire cu vrednicie”, cel care se socoteste
vrednic sda nu se apropie de potir, cici mandria este
un pacat de moarte. Nu zicem noi cand ne apropiem'

“ci ca talharul de pe cruce, marturisindu-ma strig Tie:
Pomeneste-md, Doamne intru Imparatla Tal!”

Iar 1n ceea ce priveste abstinenta celor casatoriti de

la Tmpreunarea trupeasca, chestiunea trebuie ldsatd in
Cont. la pag 24
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Cerberii Sfantului Potir ...

Cont. de la pag 22

seama sotilor. Ei hotdrdsc termenii: cind, cét timp si
cum pot. Nimeni nu este chemat, mai ales, un calugar,
daca este duhovnic, sd dea celor casatoriti lectii de
relatii conjugale, de la care insusi marele Pavel se
abtine, zicand: “Sa nu va lipsiti unul de altul, decét cu
bund invoiald, pentru un timp..., ca sd nu va ispiteascd
satana...” (1 Cor. 7:5).

Spun acestea, din dorinta de a gisi solutii care sd ne
scoatd din pozitia dublului standard, a fariseismului,
a acuzatiei, cd punem pe umerii oamenilor sarcini pe
care noi ingine nu suntem in stare sa le purtim. Oa-
menii Bisericii intotdeauna au fost criticati. Dumnezeu
sd-i binecuvinteze pe cei care ne criticd. Dar, uneori
meritdm acest criticism.

Arhimandrit Roman Braga
(articol publicat orginal in Solia iulie 2002)

CHRJST I Bor N O =N
Afﬁg_\&smﬂ R_FY HIM!

Romanii-Americani Saluta

Cont. de la pag 17

rinte ca si romanii ardeleni, banateni si bucovoneni.
Impreuni, ei au convins pe Wilson ca fiecare popor
are dreptul la audoterminare.

In sfarsit, voi conchide acest rezumat succinct al
contributiilor romanilor din America la Marele Raz-
boi, mentionand si marea Adunare Bisericeasca, din
9-10 martie, 1918, din Youngstown, Ohio.Intrucat, la
acea vreme, parohiile din America erau doar alcatuite
intr-un Protopopiat, care {inea de Mitropolia Ardea-
lului, credinciosii acestora au fost tulburati sa afle
cd mitropolitul Vasile Mangra a semnase un act de
adeziune cu guvernul unguresc. De aceea, in aduna-
rea pomenita s-a hotarat sa se infiinteze o Episcopie
Ortodoxa Romana in America. Orice legdtura canonica
cu mitropolitul din Sibiu a fost rupa, deoarece cetatenii
romani-americani, de acum liberi, nu mai doreau sa
asculte de guvernul maghiar. Prin urmare Episcopia
nou infiintatd in Youngstown urma sd se uneascd cu
Mitropolia Bucurestilor. Hotararea acestei Adunari
Nationale americane a fost inscrisa intr-un Hrisov,
care a fost trimis si Presedintelui Wilson. Prin acest
act nu vorbeau doar semnatarii acestuia, ci si cei 150
de mii de romani-americani si cele patru milioane de
transilvaneni al caror glas a fost “inabusit” cu silnicie
secole de-a randul. Acest document iscalit de roma-
nii-americani reprezintd un prim act de unire cu Tara,
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care a precedat Unirea provinciilor istorice cu Romania.
El este cu sigurantd un preambul, sau o scanteie, care
anunta spiritul marilor uniri ale provinciilor romanesti
cu patria-mama, care apoi s-au succedat fulgerator in
anul 1918.

La acest centenar, noi, romanii-americani adunati
in bisericile si serbarile noastre, de aici, ne identifi-
cam cu fratii nostri de pe toate meridianele lumii si
aducem prinos de rugdciune pentru veterani si pen-
tru marii infaptuitori ai unirii. Ca unii care am trait
amarul pribegiei, noi nu vom uita niciodata jertfele
inaintasilor nostri care reprezintd adevarate fapte de
glorie in istoria romanilor de pretutindeni. Nu putem
da uitarii nici faptul ca Vasile Stoica, la fel ca si Iu-
liu Maniu si alti ctitori de tara, si-au sfarsit viata in
chinuri, in temnitele comuniste, ca adevarati sfinti ai
neamului nostru.

Ca si alte state din Europa, Roméania Mare a izbutit
sa 1si adune provinciile strabune prin destramarea a
trei imperii si prin lucrarea Proniei ceresti prin perso-
nalitatile vremii. Aducem azi recunostintd Guvernului
Statele Unite, care a stat in sprijinul poporului roman
la marile incercari ale istoriei. La multi ani, Romania!

Pr. dr. Remus Grama

TWHELJ Tr-;E LeRD JESUS

wWAS BorRN oF THE

HoLY ViRﬁihf ALL

CREATI oN WAS - -
o oxReY ENLIGHT"‘

B2 (r(u
) P-‘j

z! T k‘-‘!‘

SOLIA OCT-DEC 2018



